atmosphere over coffee and it still only . b VAVt \/ [y S y 2 = [A6m . ) ]
costs 20p for drink and a biscuit after 16 | ' - . rgtnemilst . ) ; oy /
years!

What do you do at GB?

Enjoy good conversation, have a good
laugh and occasionally a sing-a-long. As
well as the quizzes there are monthly
ploughman’s lunches for £1 or, once in a
while, fish and chips.

Blend

Y ou can't order him a
coffin!” said Bob having
misheard me say to Gordon, “Do
you want anything for your
coughing?”

And so it goes on... every Thursday at
Golden Blend. Rarely do you hear so
much laughter as during that hour and a
half over teas and coffees. Recently we
asked the Blenderssome questions.

What do you enjoy about GB?

It is the highlight of the week. It is good
to get out and meet people in a friendly
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Retirement | hange

What has GB done for you? R

Golden Blend has got me out of the etirement for Neil

house and extended my circle of friends. MattQCk means an end to
We have heard about worldwide projects a demanding career and the

to help the needy and it is all really beginning of more involvement
stimulating. in the community. So does it
feel like the start of exciting
opportunities, or the end of

security and normality?

“Well I do see it as a privilege that I
can retire now because I still enjoy
good health, family, and many
opportunities to get involved in the
community,” said Neil.

Please join us (over 50’s)

Thursdays 11-12.30am at The
Mustard Tree, Watsons Road.

Neil had been asking God to show him

what to get involved in. Meanwhile, change!” And change is stressful. became a Christian, [ used to think
Footprints pre-school was looking for ~ On the Social Readjustment Rating  that Christians had to be perfect,
a Chairperson. “He would be brilliant,  Scale (SSRS) retirement gets a 45, and that if God is good then there
COffeetOtS GOlden Blend but would he do it?” Jayne Bray of being fired gets a 47, pregnancy should not be challenges and
) Footprints wondered. But the idea had  gets a 40 and moving house a mere  struggles,” said Neil.
Tuesday 9.30 - 11. 30am P Thursday 11 - 12:30am already entered Neil’s mind such that %0. And questions cc%me. Will I be 5
under 3s ' coffee, Sgﬂcst gtggaﬂiggagf%?s when he was asked, he knew in his financially secure? What will 1do? ~~NOW, eleven years on, I am able
parent & toddler ' % heart it would be a “yes”. What if T get ill? to be a needy Christian. I, am not
group , perfect, and I have had difficulties,
I don’t do change Not alone but I am confident that God is with
However, retirement is about change, ~ What Neil knows, is that he does me now because of how He has
and in Neil’s words, “I don’t do not face the future alone. “Before I ~ been with me through the past”.

contact: Anita 9325458
coffeetots@themustardtree.com : -4

ST e 7 T RESTORED

Foo'rpr\ln'l's _ ' The Mustard Tree Community Church |
Pre-school Plaggroup » . www.themustardtree.com

Mon/Wed 9.15 -1.10pm

: AN EVENING OF MUSIC AND ENTERTAINMENT WITH ‘ONCE AN ADDICT’
Fri9.15 -11.45am Sunday 10.30am AUTHOR BARRY WOODWARD AND SINGER-SONGWRITER SHELL PERRIS
Fun learning LEvEY (T | P
environment for . - _ - or lively v
L.y . RIS Saturday 26th September

7'30 pm ';: & Barry Woodward
United Church Longwell Green 3 I

contact: 9873395



Summer time § 4

ummer-time, and the

living was intenseand
in tentsfor the young people
from the Mustard Tree.
Young people from St Anne’s
Church joined our teens for
an action packed (X2)
weekend camping in July,
and for the 5 day Christian
youth festival, Soul Survivor,
in August.

(11 any claim
MAlgha has
changed their lives
and appear
genuinely happier
for the experience.”

interested ?

Time Magazine

X2 camp

X2 camp was a
whirlwind of
water fights,
football, knock-
out challenges,
campfire
camaraderie and
food of course! We also took an up
close and personal look at Jesus’
story, ‘The Prodlgal Son’. To get
insidethe =
experience and
discover the God
who joyfully
welcomes us
back no matter
where we’ve
been. We started

with a party but all too soon, found
ourselves litter picking and bog
scrubbing. Yuck! Thankfully, we
were saved by the parents arriving
to take us home but not before a
yummy hotdog feast.

(4 CI really enjoyed

the discussions.”

Soul Survivor

Soul Survivor also featured tents
and teenagers, about 10,000 of us,
all gathering together to sing and
be inspired by speakers from as far
away as New Zealand. Stalls and
stands advertised opportunities to
sign up for projects in countries
across the world, like the 350
teenagers who worked in a shanty
town near Durban, South Africa,
last year. Then there were
seminars, skateboarding, cafes,
bands and tournaments to keep us
buzzing late into the night.

All this and much more made for
five unforgettable days at the Bath
and West showground. But for
many of our young people, the
most memorable part of it was
what God did in their lives and the
faith and passion for God they saw
in the lives of other young people.

Every little helps

b A typical British
summer is exactly

what is needed” said John
Mark Molyneux as he
helped to put up guttering
in the intense African heat.

“The climate in this part of Kenya
is dry and the water from the well

is brackish, so rain water would be
areal lifeline.” Having raised
£1800 towards the work, the four
strong team from Longwell Green
fitted gutters, two large water tanks
and a filter unit during a week’s trip
to the Kajiado Children’s Home for
the physically challenged. The four
guys took time out from their normal
work to support Colin Molyneux
who was visiting
the centre to
design and work
with Kenyans in
building off-road
wheelchairs for
the Masai
children.

Man U )

They also found =
time during the visit for other
activities. Chris Parker began a
game of football with the
children. “The children
inspired us. Playing
football, despite what
they did or didn’t have in
the way of limbs,” said
Chris. “Emmanuel,

affectionately know as
Man U, only had one arm,
but he still played. They
have a slogan: disability
is not inability.”

Common need

Phil Morley visited a local prison
and suddenly found himself invited
to give a speech to the 250 prisoners
assembled in the courtyard. “I fired
up a brief but fervent prayer and then
— = shared about our
* % common need to
be known and to
know the One,
Jesus, who
created each of
us and came to
offer us a way
out,” remarked

- V Phil.

Doug Campbell was able to meet up
with the family of the child that he
supports through
Compassion which
was a very moving
experience. “I find
that few things in life
compare to helping
others, sometimes in

¢ practical ways and
sometimes by sharing
a message of hope that
4 could enable them to
. find God themselves.”

News

In brief

THE RESTOREDTOUR

Barry Woodward and Shell Perris
are touring the country. Barry’s life
story is amazing. “If you are not
thrilled, moved and challenged by
this story, check yourself for a
pulse!” (www proclaimtrust.org).

“Shell’s dynamite vocals,
contemporary sounds and self-
penned lyrics provide a powerful
message of hope” (www.shellperris.com).

26th September 7.30 pm
UCLG, Bath Road.
Tickets are: £5 or 2 for £8

Contact: 932 5458 or
admin@themustardtree.com

1008 -~

www.sLDU DsChurehieom
www.hemusiardiree.com

You may have seen teams with
white HOPE T shirts around

Cadbury Heath as this year the
Mustard Tree, Suburbs and St.

Anne's churches joined together.

The idea was to offer God’s love in
practical waysincluding litter
picking, gardening and potting
plants for residents in Alfred Lovell
Gardens and Newton House.

A combined service was held at
SBL school the next day. One lady
said, “This is the first time I have
been in church for 30 years. It has
changed a lot. I really enjoyed it.”

Coffeetots ended the year with a teddy bear’s
picnic party. Teddies were dragged in by the ear,
smothered by cuddles, fed from an array of fruit and
biscuits, and launched into the air on a parachute. (It
could be a year before they want to come again).

If God did exist what would you ask? alpha.org

Monday nights: 8 -9.30pm

starting: October 5th
alpha@themustardtree.com
07868 707913

For the rest of us, September 8th will see us playing
on the toys, singing and munching biscuits and fruit
once again. Congratulations to all who ‘graduated’.

THE ALPHA COURSE

explore the meaning of life




