Erin Eaton joined us as a
youth worker. She’s from
America and | asked her how
she’s found it so far.

of in America was big (with a staff noticed about the culture here?

the atmosphere and feel of the

church is similar to the Mustard

S 3 Tree. | felt welcomed in a personal

way here and appreciated the time
; m 8283 people took to help me settle in.

= John Mark :)And what are the John Mark Can you tell us a bit about
differences” your journey of faith?
Erin The youth work there is big and:;, Well | grew up in a stable

resource rich. The events were Christian home, believing in God but
fantastic but it almost had to be a6y really making the faith my own.
programmes before people. Here  \ypen | was 14 my parents began
people can come first. | like the inpUfggtering and rebelled a bit. Two years
into individuals here and I hope that|a¢er | went out to Thailand. There we
f%r a few young peor?le, II' can have g, 4\ided water, clothes and Bibles to
shaping impacton their fives as a  ,o45j6 from a remote tribe. They had
result. nothing, but what they really wanted
was to read God’s Word in their own
language. Seeing that made me realise
how valuable it was to know God, and
young people. They are really from then on, | decided to go anywhere

honest, no masks, and are very opefP" G0d.
about where they are at, and where John Mark We are glad you came here
they'd like to be. and hope you stay for a long time.

~ i say hello and acknowledge the persor
next to you. Here, if you do that, they
kind of look at you strangely.

John Mark So any impressions
about the young people here?

Erin | couldn’t have asked for better

You are warmly invited to ...

The Mustard Tree The United Church
Community Church Bath Road

Carol Service Sunday 20th 6pm Carol Service Sunday 20th 4pm
Christmas Day Family Service 10am Christmas Eve Crib Service 4pm
Christmas Day Family Service 10am

St Annes Church
Oldland CGemmon: -

Candlelit Service Sundas20th WQ

Suburbs Church
* #Cadbury Heath

‘ Sunday Night Live 13th 5spm
™ The Grange

Candlelit Carol Service 21st7.30pm
\ Wesley Chapel

4.30 & 6.30pm
Christmas Day Family Communion Service ~
9 & 10.30am

Erin Although the church | was partJohn Mark And are there things :“'

of 100 and congregation of 7,000) ' gy people are more polite here. Or *°

maybe they're more reserved. Like in _ i€ €
America, if you got on a bus, you wou' =

munity"C hurchLongWeII{S reen”. Wi nter-2009 - -
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hy does God allow

suffering? Is a question
others ask me and one |
frequently asked Christians
before | became one myself.

Just recently however, God has
comforted me and poured out His love
in one of the most difficult and
potentially traumatic periods of my

life in a way | never thought possible.

| fell pregnant at Christmas last year

with our third child. After about ten

weeks | had what the hospital and |

thought was a miscarriage and was

sent home to rest. | went through alll returned to hospital for a routine The bleeding stopped and the

the emotions of miscarriage and hadpost miscarriage scan’ only to find pregnancy continued to progress
tremendous support from women in that this baby was still present in myiormally. The bombshell dropped
my church who had been through womb. Rob and | couldn’t believe when at 28 weeks | received news tha
similar experiences. They prayed forhow God had answered our prayershe baby would need a premature
me, and with me, for the bleeding to in such a wonderful way and it delivery in the following few weeks.
stop, so that | could resume a normatiefied all of ours and the Not only this, but that he would weigh

life. Consultant’s expectations. only one pound and ten ounces.
(Continued on page 2)
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20th December 6pm= :

Christmas

Family Service 10am’
At Longwell Green Primary School
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fter sixteen and a

e nss A TIEW POST
seeing children safely across
Bath Road, Steph Cole is now
in the local Post Office on
Bath Road.

Steph retired from her job as a
lollipop lady for Longwell
Green School and now Q <

Steph serves the public
indoors.

“I miss talking to the
children and their

Mail. “But it's a great team to work
in, and they and the customers have
been very patient with me.” :

“I'm really enjoying it,” said Steph,
“and | do enjoy seeing such a wide

crosssection of the

community and being a
B
parents each day,

cheerful person for them.”
singing them ‘Happy h ‘

Birthday’ etc, but I don’t miss And there is talk that Golden %
standing in the rain!” Blend could enjoy day trips again =
Steph did find it a challenge to learn when Steph is not working

all the ins and outs of today’s Royal Thursdays.

The new job also means
Steph is more able to
make the 500 mile
round trip to visit her

granddaughter and family. =%

- -

happen. The words ‘everything will bexperiencing pain it was as if | was
OK’ came into my head and | knew suffering too and | did my utmost to
they were from God. Jacob was try and make things better for him. |
delivered a week later. realised when | suffered, that God
suffered with me. He was comforting

e with as muclove andgraceas He
can give.

(Continued from pagg)
| felt frightened of the future and
asked God to tell me what would

Throughout the experience of delive
and when Jacob was in the Intensive
Care Unit at Southmead, | held onto

God’s promise that everything would After nearly three months on the Unit
be OK. at Southmead Jacob finally came

: : home. As | write this he now weighs
Jacob looked so frail and fragile and i 5t around seven and a half pounds

was no bigger than my hand yethe anq js smiling and cooing regularly.
was such a gift because he had defied g nas used my suffering to enrich

everyone’s expectations right from thfany life and change me as a person.
start. He was a miracle to us.

| developed strong relationships with Mme than ever before.

going through the same experience. Jesus at Christmas, | will also
Through them, God was providing meemember God'’s gift to us of our
with comfort. When Jacob was precious son Jacob.

Santa’s Grotto

A Christmas grotto fills Sue Dean’s
conservatory. Snowmen, quaint
illage scenes, nativity scenes,

5

sleighs, stars and Christmas lights, Pamper Evening

with robins and reindeers. Massages, manicures, pedicures an

And this year there is a room built to other cures were just the ticket for

house characters from the bestseller,the mothers who came to Footprints

The Shack. pre-school annual pamper evening. |
Do give it a visit. Proceeds go to pas refreshing_ a_nd laxing, and_a
B 1 chance to reminisce over memories
~ ofbeing a mum.

lildren in Need.
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My children are now more precious toin the

other mothers on the Unit who were As we remember the gift of God’s son

were there all ages, but also three girls from

On November 27", Chris, Ben,
Matt and Emily were baptised.
The small church building on
Watsons Road was filled with
friends and family come to hear
their stories and witness the act. |
asked them about it.

— What has led you to decide you wantdoing it for God then it doesn't
What do you understand baptism to to be baptised? matter.” So I'm very excited about
be about? “Feeling the presence and love of Godetting baptised and beginning my
“It is a public commitment to live for and feeling him speaking to me.” journey to live my life for God.”

God. What are you a bit worried about?  What excites you about it?
Why did you get baptised? “That people might decide to hold me“Giving my life to God.”

“It is born out of a deep desire to servender! <grin>.”
the one you love for the rest of your
days.”

“The whole thing excites me. | get tc
live out God’'s good news. How cool
is that.”

Good point. Anything else?
“Telling my story to everyone.”
“Baptism is a Christian ritual which Other worries?

dates to Jesus himself. It speaks Living out my promise- | might

symbolically of allowing Jesus to was ess up, but | know God will help Mege.

¢ . ; m

us clean, and historically it served as . :
L nd thr h my amazing friends here

an initiation rite into the church.” and throug y amazing friends he

at the Mustard Tree, St. Annes,
Suburbs and UCLG.”

Other concerns?
“Well | was a bit worried because |
attend two churches and | am decidi

Why immerse yourself in water?
“The water element is like
washing... in a spiritual way.

It's like, ‘God please wash

vrCi?hf)lE?PHé. which to belong to. But someone
wisel id, ‘As lon r

shadow of my sely said, ‘As long as you are

past getting Children’s Nativity colour-in

way’. =\
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Skittles evening

~ ' ! ¢ L ey

St. Annes and the Mustard Tree Church T L

enjoyed a social evening together playing
skittles at the Fry Club. Food was laid on, the
alleys were ringing with cheers, and everybody
seemed to be enjoying themselves. Not only
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